
The Prophet as a Teacher
Insight into his teaching methods



THE ROLE OF THE PROPHET

  Â  Á  À      ¿  ى  ائ  ائ  ەئ  º  ې  ¶  ¸  ې  ´

Æ      Å  Ä  Ã  ۈئ  ېئ          ېئ  ېئ  ىئ  ىئ  ىئ  

“Allah has surely blessed the believers with His favor when He raised in 

their midst a Messenger from among themselves, who recites to them 

His verses and makes them pure and teaches them the Book and the 

Wisdom, while they were, earlier in open error.” (3:164) 



THE ROLE OF THE PROPHET

Once the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon 

him) emerged form one of his rooms and entered the masjid. 

He saw two groups of people: one group was reciting the 

Qur’an and supplicating to Allah, while the other was engaged 

in learning and teaching. Upon seeing this the Messenger of 

Allah said: “All of them are doing good. These are reciting the 

Qu’ran and supplicating to Allah. If Allah wills, he will grant 

them and if He wills He will deny them. As for these, they are 

teaching and learning, and I have been sent as a teacher.” He 

then sat with the second group. [Ibn Majah]



CONDITION OF THE ARABS

“They were a nation which inhabited the 

deserts. they were totally insignificant for 

several centuries. But when the Arab 

Prophet [peace and blessings be upon 

him] came to them, they became the 

focus of attention in science and 

knowledge. They increased in numbers 

after they were a minority. They gained 

honour after their despicableness. In less 

than a century, all corners of the world 

were illuminated by their intellects and the 

sciences.”  [Thomas Carlyle]. 



ATTRIBUTES OF THE PROPHET

1. Tranquility - 
Inspire and 

Revere

2. Cheerfulness 
- Devotion and 

Love

3. Acceptance - 
Attraction and 

Captivate.

4.Inclination - 
Follow and 

Submit



CHARACTER OF THE PROPHET

1. Mental 
Composure

2. Firm and 
Resolute 3. Contentment 4.Humility and 

Forbearance



THE BEST EXAMPLE

‘Amr b. Al-Aas (may Allah be pleased with him) describing the 

Prophet: 

“This unlettered man does not command good without being 

the first to act on it. He does not prohibit an evil without being 

the first to abstain from it. When he is overpowered he does 

not become abusive or utter reprehensible words. He keeps to 

his words, fulfils his promise and I bear testimony that he is a 

Prophet.” [Al-Isabah]



THE BEST EXAMPLE

“The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) 

came to use in this masjid of ours and he had a stick from the 

Ibn Tab tree in his hand. He saw some mucus on the front wall 

of the masjid so he scraped it off with the stick. 

He then turned to us and said: “Is there anyone of you who 

would like Allah to turn away from him? [Jabir says]: We all 

bowed our heads and looked to the ground. The Messenger of 

Allah asked again: “Is there anyone of you who would like Allah 

to turn away from him? [Jabir says]: We all bowed our heads 

and looked to the ground.



THE BEST EXAMPLE

The Messenger of Allah asked again: “Is there anyone of you 

who would like Allah to turn away from him? We all replied: 

None of us would like that, O Messenger of Allah. 

He said: When any of you stands up for salah, Allah is in front 

of him. He should therefore not spit in front of him…” [Muslim]



PRACTICAL DEMONSTRATION

- Times of Salah 

- Performing ablution 

- Performing salah 

- How to skin an animal

Ibn Hajr writes: “This hadith shows that teaching by 
example is always more effective for the students.” 



MAKING THINGS EASY

The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) 

said: “Allah did not send me as one who causes difficulty to 

others nor as one who desires hardship and difficulty for others. 

Rather, He sent me as a teacher and as one who makes things 

easy for others.” [Muslim]

“There is an indication that it is desirable for a teacher to be as 
subtle as possible when reprimanding a student in respect of any 
weakness in his character. He should display as much kindness as 
possible, if only because an explicit reprimand destroys the veil of 
awe and causes the student to become audacious in rebelling 
against the teacher. It will also lead the student to continue to be 
insubordinate.” [Imam Al-Ghazali]



Appearance and Social Skills

» Natural Teacher 

» Pleasant Appearance 

» Sociable person 

» Smile 

» Show interest in others 

» Equal attention to all



Respect the wishes of a child

Sahl b. Sa'd Ansari (may Allah be pleased with him) reported 

that milk was brought to the Prophet (may Allah's blessings 

and peace be upon him). He drank it. On his right was a boy 

and on the left elderly persons. He said to the boy: If you 

permit, I shall give first to these (on the left). The boy said: 

No, by Allah, Messenger of Allah, I do not want to let anyone 

have my share of what is left from your lips. Allah's Messenger 

(may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) then gave it 

first to him. (Malik)



Interest & Care for Students

» Alert to whoever was absent 

» Alert to their moods 

» Use all situations to teach 

» Unusual degree of patience 

» Show Interest in what people said 

» Approachable



Interest & Care for Students

Malik b. Al-Huwairith reported: We came to the Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessings be upon him) when we were all young men of nearly equal age. We 
stayed with him for twenty days. He was extremely kind and considerate. He 
perceived that we missed our families so he asked us about those we left 
behind, and we informed him. Then He said, “Go back to your families, stay 
with them, teach them (about Islam) and exhort them to do good. Perform 
such Salah (prayer) at such a time and such Salah at such a time. When the 
time for Salah is due, one of you should announce Adhan (call for prayer) and 
the oldest among you should lead Salah” [Bukhari and Muslim]



‘Umar b. Abi Salamah reported: I was a boy under the care of 
Allah's Apostle and my hand used to go around the dish while I 
was eating. So Allah's Apostle said to me, 'O boy! Mention the 
Name of Allah and eat with your right hand, and eat of the dish 
what is nearer to you." Since then I have applied those 
instructions when eating. [Bukhari & Muslim]

CORRECTING BEHAVIOUR



CORRECTING BEHAVIOUR

Anas Bin Malik said: While we were in the masjid with the Messenger of 
Allah, a Bedouin came; he then urinated in the masjid. The Companions of 
the Messenger of Allah said, “Mah Mah (An expression used to severely 
scold someone, to indicate the graveness of a matter).” The Messenger of 
Allah said, “Do not put a halt to his urinating, but instead leave him.” They 
left him alone until he finished urinating. 

The Messenger of Allah called him over and said to him, “Any kind of urine 
or filth is not suitable for these Masjids. Instead they are only 
[appropriate] for the remembrance of Allah, the Prayer, and the recitation 
of the Qur’an,” or this is near to what the Messenger of Allah said. 

He (peace and blessings be upon him) then issued an order to a man from 
the people, who then came with a bucket of water, which he poured over 
the [effected] area [of the masjid] [Muslim] 

After he understood [the wrong which he had done], the Bedouin said, 
“The Prophet stood before me – may my mother and father be ransom for 
him – and he neither cursed nor scolded nor hit [me]” [Ahmad] 



CORRECTING BEHAVIOUR

Mu’aawiyah b. Al-Hakam who said: Whilst I was praying with 
the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him), a man among the people sneezed and I said: Yarhamuk 
Allah (may Allah have mercy on you). The people glared at me 
and I said: May my mother be bereft of me! Why are you 
staring at me? They started striking their hands on their thighs, 
and when I realized that they were telling me to be quiet, (I 
felt angry) but I kept quiet. When the Messenger of Allah 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had prayed – may 
my father and mother be sacrificed for him; by Allah I have 
never seen a better teacher or better teachings before or since; 
he did not rebuke me, hit me or revile me – he said: “This 
prayer is not the right place for any of the people’s speech, 
rather it is tasbih, takbir and recitation of Qur’an.” [Muslim] 



CORRECTING BEHAVIOUR

“This hadith displays the grand character of the Messenger of Allah 

(peace and blessings be upon him), which is testified by Allah himself. 

It also shows his kindness to an ignorant person, and his compassion 

and beneficence to his followers. The hadith not only teaches us to be 

kind to an ignorant person, but also to correct him in a cordial and 

compassionate manner.” [Imam an-Nawawi]



CORRECTING BEHAVIOUR

Abu Umaamah said: A young man came to the Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) and said, “O Messenger of Allah, give me permission to 
commit fornication.” The people turned to him to rebuke him, saying, “Shh, 
shh.” (The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)) said, “Come 
here.” So he came close to him and he told him to sit down. He said, “Would 
you like that for your mother?” He said, “No, by Allah, may I be sacrificed for 
you.” He said, “Nor do people like it for their mothers.” He said, “Would you like 
it for your daughter?” He said, “No, by Allah, may I be sacrificed for you.” He 
said, “Nor do people like it for their daughters.” He said, “Would you like it for 
your sister?” He said, “No, by Allah, may I be sacrificed for you.” He said, “Nor 
do people like it for their sisters.” He said, “Would you like it for your paternal 
aunt?” He said, “No, by Allah, may I be sacrificed for you.” He said, “Nor do 
people like it for their paternal aunts.” He said, “Would you like it for your 
maternal aunt?” He said, “No, by Allah, may I be sacrificed for you.” He said, 
“Nor do people like it for their maternal aunts.” Then he placed his hand on him 
and said, “O Allaah, forgive his sin, purify his heart, and guard his chastity.” And 
after that, this young man never did anything. [Ahmed]



Anas narrated, “While the Prophet  was in the house of one of his 
wives, one of the mothers of the believers sent a meal in a dish. The 
wife, at whose house the Prophet was, struck the hand of the servant, 
causing the dish to fall and break. The Prophet  gathered the broken 
pieces of the dish and then started collecting on them the food which 
had been in the dish and said, “Your mother (my wife) felt jealous.” 
Then he detained the servant till a (sound) dish was brought from the 
wife at whose house he was. He gave the sound dish to the wife 
whose dish had been broken and kept the broken one at the house 
where it had been broken.” [Bukhari]

UNDERSTANDING BEHAVIOUR



“He would tolerate the rudeness and incessant questioning of a 
stranger, to such an extent that his companions would hope a stranger 
would come and converse with him. He used to say to them: When 
you see a person in need, you should help and guide them.” [Tirmidhi]

UNDERSTANDING BEHAVIOUR



RESPONDING TO QUESTIONING

While we were sitting with the Prophet in the mosque, a man came riding on a 
camel. He made his camel kneel down in the mosque, tied its foreleg and then 
said: "Who amongst you is Muhammad?" At that time the Prophet was sitting 
amongst us (his companions) leaning on his arm. We replied, "This fair man 
reclining on his arm." The an then addressed him, "O Son of 'Abdul Muttalib." 
The Prophet said, "I am here to answer your questions." The man said to the 
Prophet, "I want to ask you something and will be hard in questioning. So do not 
get angry." The Prophet said, "Ask whatever you want." The man said, "I ask 
you by your Lord, and the Lord of those who were before you, has Allah sent 
you as an Apostle to all the mankind?" The Prophet replied, "By Allah, yes." The 
man further said, "I ask you by Allah. Has Allah ordered you to offer five prayers 
in a day and night (24 hours).? He replied, "By Allah, Yes." The man further said, 
"I ask you by Allah! Has Allah ordered you to observe fasts during this month of 
the year (i.e. Ramadan)?" He replied, "By Allah, Yes." The man further said, "I 
ask you by Allah. Has Allah ordered you to take Zakah (obligatory charity) from 
our rich people and distribute it amongst our poor people?" The Prophet replied, 
"By Allah, yes." Thereupon that man said, "I have believed in all that with which 
you have been sent, and I have been sent by my people as a messenger, and I 
am Dimam b. Tha'laba from the brothers of Bani Sa'd bin Bakr.” [Bukhari]



I was riding behind the Prophet (may peace be upon him) and there was 
nothing between him and me but the rear part of the saddle, when he said: 
Mu'adh b. Jabal: To which I replied: At your beck and call, and at your pleasure, 
Messenger of Allah! He moved along for a few minutes, when again he said: 
Mu'adh b. Jabal: To which I replied: At your beck and call, and at your pleasure, 
Messenger of Allah! He then again moved along for a few minutes and said: 
Mu'adh b. Jabal: To which I replied. At your beck and call, and at your pleasure. 
Messenger of Allah He, (the Prophet) said: Do you know what right has Allah 
upon His servants? I said: Allah and His Messenger know best. He (the Holy 
Prophet) said: Verily the right of Allah over His servants is that they should 
worship Him, not associating anything with Him. He (the Prophet) with Mu'adh 
behind him, moved along for a few minutes and said: Mu'adh b. Jabal: To which 
I replied: At your beck and call, and at your pleasure, Messenger of Allah! He 
(the Holy Prophet) said: Do you know what rights have servants upon Allah in 
case they do it (i. e. they worship Allah without associating anything with Him)? 
I (Mu'adh b. Jabal) replied: Allah and His Messenger know best. (Upon this) he 
(the Holy Prophet) remarked: That He would not torment them (with the fire of 
Hell)..” [Muslim]

TAKING EVERY OPPORTUNITY TO TEACH



Abu Rifa’ah Al-Adawi said that he arrived in Madinah and went to see the 

Prophet but he found him giving his speech. “I said: ‘Messenger of God! I am a 

stranger who has come to inquire about his faith, and I do not know what faith 

to follow.’ The Prophet came to me and stopped his speech. He brought a chair 

and I thought its legs to be made of steel. He sat on it and taught me 

something of what God had taught him. He then resumed his speech until he 

finished.” [Muslim]

ACCESSIBILITY 



Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) said: The Prophet 
(blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) had a she-camel 
called al-‘Adba’, that was never beaten in a race. [Bukhari] 

The Prophet (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) had a 
horse that was called al-Laheef, and he had a donkey that was 
called ‘Ufayr. [Bukhari] 

NAMING ANIMALS



- Eye contact 

- Facing them 

- Occasionally touching them 

“put his hand on my shoulder” 

“holding both my hands” 

“looking into my eyes” 

“thumped me in the chest”.

INTIMACY



- Concise words 

- Short sermons 

- Select suitable moments to teach 

- Easy instructions 

- Avoid embarrassing individuals by not naming them 

- Impersonal instructions 

- Spontaneous and memorable teaching 

- Relevant to real life situations

METHOD OF TEACHING



Once the Prophet entered the mosque, a man came in, offered 
the prayer and greeted the Prophet. The Prophet returned his 
greeting and said to him, "Go back and pray again for you have 
not prayed." The man offered the prayer again, came back and 
greeted the Prophet. He said to him thrice, "Go back and pray 
again for you have not prayed." The man said, "By Him Who 
has sent you with the truth! I do not know a better way of 
praying. Kindly teach Me how to pray." He said, "When you 
stand for the prayer, say Takbir and then recite from the Qur'an 
what you know and then bow with calmness till you feel at 
ease, then rise from bowing till you stand straight. Afterwards 
prostrate calmly till you feel at ease and then raise (your head) 
and sit with Calmness till you feel at ease and then prostrate 
with calmness till you feel at ease in prostration and do the 
same in the whole of your prayer.” [Bukhari]

CREATING SUSPENSE



CREATING SUSPENSE

"He is not a believer. He is not a believer. He is not a believer." The 
people asked, "Who, O Messenger of Allah?" He said, ´The one from 
whose evil (or troubles) his neighbour does not feel safe. (Bukhari and 
Muslim)



COMPASSION

While we were sitting in the company of Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) a 
man approached and said: "O Messenger of Allah! I'm ruined!"  

The Prophet said: "What is the matter?"  

He said: "I had sexual relations with my wife while observing the Ramadan fast."  

Allah's Messenger then asked him: "Can you find a slave whom you can free?" He 
said no. "Then, are you able to fast for two consecutive months?" He said no. "Then, 
do you have the wherewithal to feed 60 poor people?" He said no.  

So the Prophet (peace be upon him) stopped and considered, and we waited like 
that until a large basket of dates was brought to him. He asked: "Where is that 
questioner?"  

The man spoke up: "Here I am."  

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: "Take this and give it out in charity."  

The man then asked: "Messenger of Allah, must I find someone poorer than myself 
to give it to? By Allah, there is no household in town poorer than my own."  

The Prophet (peace be upon him) laughed until we could see his teeth, the said: "Go 
feed your family.” [Bukhari]



AIDS TO MEMORY

 - Structure the material  

- “Islam is built on five pillars…” 

- “Three things will make a person a complete hypocrite…” 

- Companion: “I have forgotten the third…” 

- “There are three persons Allah will not speak to on the Day of 
Judgement…” 

- “Each of you are a shepherd…” 

- “Real piety is HERE” 

- “Restrain THIS” 

- “I can visualise the Prophet sucking the tip of his finger.” 

- “What day is this?” “What month is this?” “What place is this?”



AIDS TO MEMORY

 - Explanation of causes - “Do you not think that if he were to do it 
unlawfully he would be sinning?” 

- Contrast - “Upper hand v Lower hand 

- Body Movement - “Reclining…sat up” “Stood to his full height”



LITERARY DEVICES

 - Simple clear language 

“Believe in God, and thereafter be upright” 

“Leave what makes you doubt for that which does not make you 
doubt.” 

“If you feel no shame, then do as you wish.” 

“Relieve the distressed, feed the hungry, visit the sick.” 

- Paradox 

“No money is decreased by the portion given away in charity” 

“No it all remains except the shoulder.” 



PRIORITISING KNOWLEDGE

 - Hadith Mu’adh 

“A rabbani is one who teaches the people ‘lesser’ knowledge before 
teaching them ‘greater’ knowledge.” [Bukhari] 

“‘Lesser’ knowledge refers to that which is clear and obvious while 
‘greater’ knowledge refers to that which is complex.” 

“Do not try to be proud in the face of knowledge because it 
comprises valleys upon valleys. Whichever one you start with, it 
will break you before you can reach it. Therefore, acquire it 
gradually with the passage of days and nights. Do not attempt to 
acquire knowledge all at once because whoever tries to do so loses 
it all at once. Therefore, acquire little by little with the passage of 
days and nights.” Imam Al-Zuhri] 



INDIVIDUAL LEARNING

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) was on his camel and Mu'adh b. 
Jabal was sitting directly behind him. [The Messenger of Allah said to him] O 
Mu'adh! He replied: Here I am, O Messenger of Allah and I am pleased to be 
with you. The Messenger of Allah said: O Mu'adh! He replied: Here I am, O 
Messenger of Allah and I am pleased to be with you. The Messenger of Allah 
said: O Mu'adh! He replied: Here I am, O Messenger of Allah and I am pleased 
to be with you.  

The Messenger of Allah said: "When a person sincerely testifies that there is 
none worthy of worship but Allah and that Muhammad is His servant and 
Messenger, Allah makes him forbidden to the fire." [Mu'adh] said: "Should I not 
inform the people about this so that they may take glad tiding from this?" He 
replied: "No. Because if you do so, they will become lax." Mu'adh  eventually 
informed the people about this at the time of death fearing that if he didn't 
inform them, he would be committing a sin [of concealing knowledge].  
[Bukhari and Muslim] 



INDIVIDUAL LEARNING

“One of the duties of a teacher is to confine himself to the extent of 

the student’s understanding. He should not impart to him such matters 

which his intellect cannot fathom  or else he will alienate him (from 

learning) or confuse him. By adhering to this principle the teacher will 

be following the leader of humanity…” [Imam Al-Ghazali]  



AVOIDING BOREDOM

“Abdullah b. Mas’ud used to advise the people every Thursdays. A 

person said to him: O Abu Abd Al-Rahman, we like listening to you 

and we look forward to it. We would like you to advice us 

everyday. He replied: “The only thing that is preventing me from 

doing so is that I would not like you to become bored and weary. I 

take you and your circumstances into consideration when advising 

you just as the Messenger of Allah used to do out of fear that we 

may become tired and bored.” [Bukhari and Muslim] 


